A    MIDSUMMER    NIGHT*S    DREAM

When the fairies had sung their queen asleep with
this pretty lullaby, they left her to perform the
important services she had enjoined them. Oberon
then softly drew near his Titania, and dropped some
of the love-juice on her eyelids, saying:

*' What thou seest when thou dost wake,
Do itjor thy true-Jove take.9'

But to return to Hermia, who made her escape out
of her father's house that night to avoid the death she
was doomed to for refusing to marry Demetrius.
When she entered the wood she found her dear
Lysander waiting for her, to conduct her to his aunt's
house, but before they had passed half through the
wood Hermia was so much fatigued that Lysander,
who was very careful of this dear lady, who had
proved her affection for him even by hazarding her
life for his sake, persuaded her to rest till morning on
a bank of soft moss, and lying down himself on the
ground at some little distance, they soon fell fast
asleep. Here they were found by Puck, who, seeing
a handsome young man asleep, and perceiving that his
clothes were made in the Athenian fashion, and that a
pretty lady was sleeping near him, concluded that this
must be the Athenian maid and her disdainful lover
whom Oberon had sent him to seek, and he naturally
enough conjectured that, as they were alone together,
she must. be the first thing he would see when he
awoke; so without more ado he proceeded to pour
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